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“The fiscal cliff is just three weeks away. Congress must learn to prioritize spending to better utilize our precious tax 
dollars and tame our $16 trillion national debt,” continued Alexander. “By eliminating programs that spend money 
to teach agribusiness how to get lavish federal subsidies, lawmakers can demonstrate that they are ready to work 
together and get our nation’s finances under control.” 
 
The Golden Fleece award was created in 1975 by the late Senator William Proxmire. It is intended to highlight 
instances of wasteful spending. After retirement, Sen. Proxmire served as Honorary Chairman of Taxpayers for 
Common Sense's Advisory Board and passed the mantle of the Golden Fleece to the organization in 2000.  
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