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The reality is that the current drought was addressed months ago when most agricultural producers wisely 
purchased highly subsidized federal crop insurance. The Congressional Research Service has explained in 
detail how some of the largest federal farm bill programs—federally subsidized crop insurance, non-
insured crop disaster assistance payments, and most domestic nutrition programs—will continue 
regardless of whether a new farm bill is adopted. And the Government Accountability Office has detailed 
that even temporary programs may still be able to receive funds through the annual appropriations 
process. Perhaps in recognition of this, not one of the past three farm bills was completed “on-time,” and 
final passage of each occurred at least eight months after expiration of the previous bill.   
 
With a $16 trillion debt and the specter of across the board cuts through sequestration looming, FARRM 
is the product of business-as-usual Washington and fails to provide taxpayers with the type of bold reform 
we deserve. In fact, the legislation creates new entitlement programs that protect not against deep losses 
caused by drought, but “shallow” dips in anticipated business revenue, subsidies for the mature biofuels 
industry, and special crop insurance carve-outs like catfish margin, popcorn revenue, and poultry business 
interruption policies. 
 
We urge you to continue resisting special interest calls to misuse the current drought and end of fiscal 
year or lame duck negotiations to lock taxpayers into a trillion dollars worth of agriculture policy that the 
vast majority of House members have not debated.  
 
For more information please contact Joshua Sewell, Taxpayers for Common Sense at 202-546-8500 x116 
or josh@taxpayer.net. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
American Commitment 
Americans for Prosperity 
Americans for Tax Reform 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
Cost of Government Center 
Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 
FreedomWorks  
National Taxpayers Union 
R Street 
Taxpayer Protection Alliance 
Taxpayers for Common Sense 

 


