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capability to improve AH-64E Apache helicopter survivability and the MQ-1C Gray Eagle
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities.

With additional Operating Tempo and flying hours funding all components would achieve the
highest levels of readiness within the sustainable readiness construct. Active Component forces
could train to Brigade Combat Team (BCT) proficiency and the Reserve Component will train to
Company level proficiency. Additional funding would also reduce medical readiness risk in our
Reserve Components and allow the Army to reduce the backlog of Soldiers waiting to attend
Initial Rotary Wing pilot tralnmg, thereby improving the Army’s ability to fully man our Aviation
units. |

To address risk in our installation infrastructure and security, the unfunded requirements list
significantly improves installation readiness and access control that has been degraded under the
cumulative impacts of reduced funding. Funding for Base Operation Support and Facility
Sustainment would increase to satssfy the full requirement across the Total Army, providing much
needed stability for installation services and infrastructure. The military construction/request
accelerates key readiness and training projects to meet Army priorities for readiness and taking
care of our most important asset, our Soldiers.

Operational and fiscal environments are straining the Army as we attempt to balénce end
strength, readiness, and modernization to meet current demands while building the foundations
of a force that can meet future challenges. Our strategic partnership with Congress is absolutely
critical to the Army’s success. Simply put, our Soldiers and Civilians could not do what they do
each day without your support. Our Army needs Congressional support now more than ever.
The decisions we make this year and next on our fiscal policy, and related end strength,
readiness, and modernization, will directly impact the security of the United States and the world
for decades to come.

| am providing copies of this letter to the chairs and ranking members of the Congressional
Defense committees as well as the Secretary of Defense and Chairman of the Joint Chlefs of
Staff.

| thank you for your enduring and committed support for our Soldiers and their Fémilies
ensuring our Nation’s defense at home and around the world. | appreciate your consideration of
the Army’s resource challenges and look forward to working with you to address the ever-
evolving national security environment.

Sincerely,

Raymond T. Odierno
General, United States Army
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