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The Honorable Hal Rogers
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the Nation’s Force in Readiness, I am submitting the Marine Corps’
Unfunded Priority List for Fiscal Year 2016. These programs contained on the list would further
enhance our combat readiness and effectiveness should additional funds above those already
requested in the Fiscal Year 2016 President’s Budget be made available.

Over the last few years, the Marine Corps has prioritized the readiness of our forward-
deployed forces. These are the forces the President, the Congress, and the American people can
count on for immediate crisis response. They are well-trained, well-led and well-equipped, but
the Marine Corps has had to make tough choices to deal with the effects of two wars,
sequestration in 2013 and reduced budgets in 2014 and 2015.

In order to maintain the readiness of our forward-deployed forces, we have not
sufficiently invested in our home station readiness, modemization, infrastructure and quality of
life programs. The programs contained on this list can begin to address our current challenges,
but should not replace existing programs contained within the President’s Budget request. Any
substitution would negatively impact operational capability, capacity, and readiness.

A similar letter has been sent to Chairmen Thomberry, Frelinghuysen, McCain, and
Cochran. Iappreciate your unwavering support of the Marine Corps and look forward to further
dialogue to ensure we remain the Nation’s Force in Readiness. I appreciate your support for
your Marine Corps. I remain,

Semper Fidelis,

Commandant of the Marine Corps
Enclosure: (1) FY 2016 Marine Corps Unfunded Priority List
Copy to:

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
Ranking Minority Member











