Just the FACTS...

... about shortchanging taxpayers for
federally owned coal

The predominant coal leasing process currently used by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) does
not obtain fair market value for taxpayers. It seldom generates competitive bids, and the resulting losses
are substantial. Additional and potentially larger losses may be in store if certain current leasing practices
continue and markets for exported federal coal expand.
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Our Take: Taxpayers are not receiving a fair return for the extraction of publicly owned coal. If

coal mining increases, as predicted with expanded need for coal exports, the problem will only get worse.
Unless significant changes are made to the BLM leasing process and Congress exercises more enforce-
ment and oversight over the federal coal program taxpayers will continue to lose millions in revenue.
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