President George W. Bush*
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
December 18, 2003

Dear Mr. President:

As professional economists and federal taxpayers, we would like to express our concern about the
lack of fiscal and performance accountability of the U.S. Forest Service. A June 2003, Government
Accounting Office (GAO) report found that the Forest Service “has not been able to provide
Congress or the public with a clear understanding of what the Forest Service’s 30,000 employees
accomplish with the approximately $5 billion the agency receives every year.”

A recent Program Assessment and Rating Tool (PART) review by the White House Office of
Management and Budget found that the Forest Service “has been unable to demonstrate that it can
maintain its current infrastructure needs.”™ One area where this problem is abundantly clear is within
the National Forest Road System. Over 240 million people visit the National Forests each year, yet
eighty-percent of 382,000-mile national forest road network is currently closed to passenger cars."™

The failure to properly maintain the vast national forest road system has resulted in an estimated $10
billion backlog for deferred maintenance and capital improvement needs." Prioritizing road system
expenditures toward existing infrastructure, rather than commissioning the construction of new roads
will help reduce this taxpayer burden, improve the quality of road infrastructure, and increase public
access to existing forest roads. What the U.S. Forest Service needs is “a few good roads” not more
miles of poorly maintained roads that cost taxpayer dollars, add sediment to streams, fragment
wildlife habitat, and displace non-motorized recreation such as hiking and mountain biking.

Support of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule would help bring the $10 billion backlog for
deferred maintenance and capital improvement needs under control, while limiting taxpayer losses
through the commercial timber program. Keeping these Roadless Areas intact will provide long-
term economic benefits to current and future generations of Americans through clean water, fisheries,
wildlife and opportunities for non-motorized recreation that contributes to improved physical fitness
of our citizens.

As citizens who understand the intrinsic and economic value of our national forests, we urge you to
make fiscal and performance accountability a priority for the U.S. Forest Service by supporting the
Roadless Areas Conservation Rule. Such support will increase the likelihood that the U.S. Forest
Service can maintain existing open roads in good working order at a reasonable cost to the U.S.
taxpayer. Opening new roads into currently unroaded areas would result in increased road
maintenance costs, as well as fragmentation of wildlife habitat, increased stream sedimentation, and
displacement of non-motorized recreation. All of these have substantial costs to our economy in
terms of reduced hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing and non-motorized recreation.

Sincerely,
Dr. John Loomis

Professor of Agricultural Economics
Colorado State University



Dr. John R. McKean
Professor of Emeritus, Colorado State University
President, AEI Economic Consultants

Dr. Haynes Carson Goddard
Professor of Economics
University of Cincinnati.
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Gund Professor of Ecological Economics; Director, Gund Institute of Ecological Economics
University of Vermont

Dr. Gardner Brown
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University of Washington

Dr. James A. Swaney
Professor of Economics; Chairperson, Economics Department
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University of Montana
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Dr. Steven Hackett
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Humboldt State University

Dr. Jeffery Krautkraemer
Professor of Economics
Washington State University

Dr. Joe Kerkvliet
Professor of Economics
Oregon State University
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Professor of Economics
Ohio State University
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University of Idaho



Dr. John R. Harris
Professor of Economics
Boston University
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University of California at Berkeley
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Idaho State University

Dr. John Byrne
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Dr. Anthony Fisher
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Dr. Paul N. Courant
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The University of Michigan

Dr. Susan Kask
Professor of Economics
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Dr. Larry Karp
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University of California at Berkeley

Dr. Renee A. Irvin
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Professor of Economics
University of California, Santa Barbara



*Note: This letter will also be distributed to members of Congress.
** Affiliations are not meant to imply institutional endorsement.
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