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UNITED STATES
SECURITIESAND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT

PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE
SECURITIESEXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reporteddpvember 26, 2008

WHITNEY HOLDING CORPORATION
(Exact Name of Registrant as Specified in Charter)

Louisiana 0-1026 72-6017893
(State or Othe (Commissior (IRS Employel
Jurisdiction of File Number) Identification No.)

Incorporation)

228 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, L ouisiana 70130
(Addresses of Principal Executive Offices, incluglifip Code)

(504) 586-7272
(Registrant’s Telephone Number, including Area Qode

(Former Name or Former Address, if Changed Sinest Raport)

Check the appropriate box below if the ForrK & intended to simultaneously satisfy the filiolligation of the registrai
under any of the following provisions (see Genématruction A.2. below):

Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 unHerSecurities Act (17 CFR 230.4z
Soliciting material pursuant to Rule -12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-12)
Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rul-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-2(b))
Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rul-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-4(c))
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Item 8.01 Other Information.

On November 26, 2008, Whitney Holding Corporatiiijitney”) issued a press release announcing thas received
preliminary approval from the U.S. Department oédsury (the “Treasury”) for Whitney’s patrticipationthe Treasury’s Capital
Purchase Program. Whitney is eligible to sell Svew approximately $301 million in preferred staoid related warrants for
common stock. The final approval is subject tosfatition of certain conditions, including approlglWhitney shareholders, at a
Special Shareholders’ Meeting to be held on DecerhBg2008, of amendments to Whitney’s charteruivarize Whitney to
issue preferred stock, along with the executiodadinitive agreements and Whitney’s timely satitifat of the Treasury
Department’s standard closing conditions. A copthefpress release is attached hereto as Exhildite8®l is incorporated by
reference herein.

On November 17, 2008, Whitney filed a DefinitiveoRy Statement with the Securities Exchange Comunisisi
connection with the Special Shareholders’ Meetinge held on December 17, 2008. The Proxy Stateimeereking shareholder
approval to grant Whitney’s board of directors #twthorization to issue up to 20,000,000 sharesafepred stock. The
authorization to issue preferred stock is a prasgtgufor Whitney’s participation in the Capital ®hase Program.

Whitney explained in the Proxy Statement that,anrection with the preferred stock issued to thea$ury under the
Capital Purchase Program, the Treasury would reqaigferred stock dividends senior to any dividethds Whitney pays to its
common shareholders and that Whitney cannot inerdgscommon stock dividend from its existing ledeting the first three
years, without Treasury’s prior consent. On Novenit® 2008, Whitney Holding Corporation issued waeelease announcing
that its fourth quarter 2008 dividend would be $20 share and would be paid on January 2, 206Bareholders of record on
December 15, 2008. The fourth quarter dividende®gnts a reduction from the third quarter dividedVhitney participates in
the Capital Purchase Program, then the divideradfoatWhitney’s common shareholders cannot be asmd above $.20 per share
for the first three years that the shares of pretestock are outstanding, without Treasury’s pssion.

Item 9.01 Financial Statement and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits
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99.1 News Release, dated November 26, 2
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Exhibit 99.1

WHITNEY

WHITNEY HOLDING CORPORATION

228 ST. CHARLES AVENUE
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130

NEWS RELEASE
CONTACT:  Trisha Voltz Carlsol FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
504/29¢5208 November 26, 2008

tcarlson@whitneybank.co

WHITNEY RECEIVESPRELIMINARY APPROVAL TO PARTICIPATE IN U.S. TREASURY CAPITAL
PURCHASE PROGRAM

New Orleans, Louisana. Whitney Holding Corporation (NasdaqGS:WTNY) tgdmnounced it has recei\
preliminary approval to participate in the U.S. dsery Capital Purchase Program under the EmergEnopomir
Stabilization Act of 2008. Whitney is eligible well to the Treasury Department approximately $3fllion in
preferred stock and the related warrants for commstogk. Participation in the program is subjectst@areholde
approval on December 17, 2008 at a special shatetfdmeeting, to amend the charter permitting the isseiaf the
preferred stock required by the program, along wiitb execution of definitive agreements and Whitagymely
satisfaction of the Treasury Department’s stand&osing conditions.

Whitney Holding Corporation, through its bankindsidiary Whitney National Bank, serves the fatate Gul
Coast region stretching from Houston, Texas; acsosshern Louisiana and the coastal region of Msggpi; to centr:
and south Alabama; the panhandle of Florida; aadrdtmpa Bay metropolitan area of Florida. (WTNY-G)

In connection with the proposed amendments to barter to authorize the issuance of preferred staie#f to increas:
the number of authorized shares of common stockawe filed a definitive proxy statement (the “Rr@&tatement”)
with the SEC. Investors and shareholders are advisgead the proxy statement and other relevarieneds because
they will contain important information about Whegnand the proposed amendments to our charterstaxeand
shareholders may obtain free copies of these doctsaad other documents filed with the SEC at B@’SInternet
site at http://www.sec.gand on our website at www.whitneybank.dmnclicking on “Investor Relations,” under
“SEC Filings.” In addition, documents filed by Winey with the SEC may be obtained free of chargdiregting a
written request to: Mrs. Shirley N. Fremin, Manag8hareholder Services, Whitney Holding Corporati®nO. Box
61260, New Orleans, LA 70161-1260, (504) 586-362¥/aalling toll free (800) 347272, ext. 3627, or by sending
e-mail to the following address: investor.relati@ehitneybank.com.
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